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STATEMENT OF CLOYD WEGIBY, FARMER , BEFORE THE SUBCOMMrrTEE ON CIVIL FUNCTIONS
AND MILITARY CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE APPROPR!ATIONS COilMITTEE DURING HEARINGS
ON THE POOL LEVEL OF THE: GARR!SON DAM fN NORTH DAKOTA •.

February 18, 1954

Mr. Chairman:

Uy name is Cloyd Wegley.

I have lived and farmed in t he Lewis

and Clark irrigation project area since I was 17 years old~ I v.ras one of those who
organized the 4700 acre project in 1938 and for several years was a direct or of this
irrigation district .
I have been chosen by the board of directors of the Lewis and Clark and t he
Bufor d-Trenton Irrigation Projects to present their views to this Committee .
The Buford-Trenton Project which is just across the river from the Lewis and
Clark project consists of about ll , 400 irrigable acres of which some 9,100 acr ea are
unde_r irrigation.

The problems created by the Garrison dam are alike as to both

projects. An 1850 operating pool level of the Garrison dam as proposed by the Army
Engineers would flood all of the ~ewis and Clark irrigation project and the east bottom
of the Buford-Trenton project plus the 2,640 irrigable acres on the east bottom of the
Buford-Trenton project.
To prevent this flooding the Army Engineers propose to protect the Lewis
and Clark project by a rolled- earth filled dike about 9 miles in length and 20 f eet

in height at an estimated cost of $3,540,000 or $750.00 per irrigated acre .
For protection of the lower bottom of the Buford-Trenton Irrigation project,
it is proposed to construct about 10 miles of dikes at an estimated cost of $4 ,632,000
or

$1,754

per acre for the land now under irrigation.
The Army Engineers concede that because of the porous nature of the soil on

both projects that these expensive dikes will not prevent serious seepage and water
l ogging and in order to correct such seepage problem they propose 105 deep pumped
wells spaced from 400 to 600 feet apart and having individual capacities of 1000 to
2000 gal lons per minute to protect the Lewis and Clark project .
of 95 similar pumps for the Buford-Trenton project .
pumped over the dikes to the l ake .

They propose a series

The flow from the wells will be

The annual cost of operating these pumps is estimated at $64,800 which is
over twice the annual cost for operation and maintenance of these projects.
In our judgment this expensive system of dikes and pumps will not prevent

water-logging of the projects. As I have stated, I have lived on what is now the
Lewis and Clark project since I vras a boy.

I•ve noticed many times that water holes

in the area raise and lower accordingly vdth the level of the river.
The soil in both projects for many feet consists of silt and gravel.

Mr.

Sloan, formerly of the Bureau of Reclamation and the co-author of the Pick-Sloan Plan
of vrhich the Garrison dam is a part, has told us several times that the system of
pumps Vl'OULD !!Q! prevent the water logging of the project.
From inquiries which we made at the Bureau of Reclamation this week, we find
that this proposal, i f approved, will be the first one of its kind in the history of
the Reclamation Bureau.

There are no irrigation projects in America today where such

a system has been attempted. \Te are told that along the levies of the l:1 issouri River
there is much difficulty with sand boils due to seepage.

Frankly, we are not fond of

being the guinea pigs in an. experiment that has never been tried before.
Our

irrigation projects are of benefit not only to the people who live on

the project, but to others as well.

The large amount of hay produced is of great

benefit to the large livestock industry in that locality.

In 1951 and 1952 when hay

was scarce because of drouth, hay was sold to cattlemen in the surrounding area.

Last

year there was plenty of rainfall; the cattlemen had plenty of hay of their own.
Practically all of the hay produced on one third of the project was shipped to drouthstricken ilissouri.

The value of crops produced last year on the Lewis and Clark

project amounted to a quarter of a million dollars.
We hope this Congress vrill not permit the Army Engineers to destroy the
irrigation projects which have been of such great benefit to northwestern North Dakot a .
As an actual farmer in the irrigation area I have seen both projects grow
to their present status .

I am sure that if the committee could visit either of

these fine irrigation projects,

they would quickly understand what a blow it will be

to 'Williston and the Williston area i f this high dam is approved.
I -t hank the Committee for its time and courtesy.

